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	A forest inventory and a management plan were completed in 2006 by Thompson Engineering, Forest Management Group, and Aerostar Environmental Service via a contract through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District.  The training site was inventoried by training area, to ensure stand identification and management was compatible with other management activities on the training site.  Stands were delineated through the use of aerial imagery and ground observations.  Sample points were then taken in each stand (number of plots per stand was dependent on acreage of the stand) to collect the physical data needed to calculate timber volumes.  The complete data for all forest stands is provided in the VTS-Milan Forest Management Plan (Thompson Engineering et al. 2006) and includes sawtimber and pulpwood volumes (apportioned by species/species groups), dominant and co-dominant species, average basal area and DBH, average number of snags per acre, minimum and maximum tree ages, general health assessment, and current condition of the stand.
	The forest inventory determined that a total of 1,733 acres (70%) of VTS-M were covered in forests in April 2005.  The forest stands are typically dominated by red oaks and white oaks, and yellow-poplar is a common co-dominant species in many of the stands.  Pine, while a relatively common constituent in the stands, only dominates or co-dominates in two stands covering approximately 36 acres.  Timber volumes are given in Table 3.3.  The average DBH for the entire installation was 13 inches, and the average basal area was 93 square feet per acre.  Most stands are 30-40 years old; although trees approaching 70 years in age are relatively common.  
	The forest inventory data was utilized to develop management prescriptions for each forest stand on VTS-M based on forest health and commercial timber production goals.  Military requirements and goals were then incorporated into the final forest management plan for VTS-M presented in Annex 1.  Timber harvests will be conducted on VTS-M for the purpose of opening up needed training areas and improving forest health.  During the 2011-2015 period, all forest health harvests will be thinnings; three small areas (less than 25 acres total) will be clearcut to create new training areas.  
	The forest management plan covers a ten year period and will be reviewed and revised as needed during that time in conjunction with the INRMP review process.  The forest inventory should be repeated in 2015 to provide updated information for the next ten-year planning cycle.
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